[Cancer of the rectum in elderly patients over the age of seventy-five years. Results of the surgical treatment].
The authors reviewed 122 rectal cancers observed over a period of 14 years in patients over the age of 75 years. Sixty-eight patients underwent extensive rectal resection, 17 were treated by local excision, and 28 only underwent a colostomy. Eight patients were excluded for surgery. The analysis of all of these groups showed that perioperative mortality was greater for large resections than for local resections, but with a lower recurrence rate and a higher survival at 3 years. Survival at 5 years after large resections was very close to the natural life expectancy for people of the same age. Moreover, survival was the quality of more comfortable than after local excision, and operative mortality was generally due to organ failure rather than to age itself. Radical surgery does not have to be systematically refused for very old patients, but he discussed in terms of the patients general status.